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Walt Disney drew cartoons and made  
movies. He created the Disney theme parks.
Children have enjoyed Disney’s creations since the
1920s.

Walt Disney made some of the most  
familiar characters. Mickey Mouse first appeared  
in a short film called “Steamboat Willie”. Minnie  
Mouse and Daisy Duck appeared in a comic strip  
in 1930. Other beloved characters, including Pluto  
and Goofy, also appeared in comic strips.

Disney created over 50 movies.  
The first Disney movie was Snow White  
and the Seven Dwarfs. It came out in  
1937. There are many other Disney  
classics. They include Cinderella, The Lion  
King, and Frozen.

There are theme parks around
the world. Millions of tourists visit these
parks each year. Disney opened his first
theme park called Disneyland in 1955.
There are now parks in Florida, Paris,  
Tokyo, and Hong Kong.

Walt Disney has entertained  
generations of people through his  
characters, films, and theme parks.
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Compare & Contrast Name: _____________________________________ Date: _______________

Walt Disney’s Career
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family moved to Kansas City. There, his parents bought a newspaper. Walt  
helped his parents deliver newspapers. He worked early in the morning and  
late in the evening. Walt got poor grades in school. He often fell asleep in  
class due to working so much.

In the 1920s, Walt became  
interested in cartoons. His cartoons  
became popular in Kansas City. Walt  
moved to Hollywood to open a studio.

Walt hired an animator  
named Lillian Bounds, who later  
became his wife. Walt and Lillian had  
a daughter named Diane Marie. They  
adopted another daughter named
Sharon Mae.

Walt continued to create popular cartoons,  
like Mickey Mouse. He also created many famous  
films, including his first film, Snow White and the  
Seven Dwarfs. It was not until the 1940s that Walt  
began his plans for his first theme park, Disneyland.
In 1965, Walt began to plan his next theme park in  
Florida called Walt Disney World.

Walt never was able to see his Disney
World dream come true. On Walt’s 65th birthday, he
died of problems caused from lung cancer.

Walt Disney with the Seven Dwarfs in 1937

Compare & Contrast Name: _____________________________________ Date: _______________

Walt Disney: The Man Behind the Magic

Walt Disney was born in Chicago on December 5, 1901. Walt’s
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2. What is the main point of paragraph two of “Walt Disney’s Career”?

a. Walt Disney created popular animated characters.
b. Children have enjoyed Disney’s creations since the 1920s.
c. Minnie Mouse and Daisy Duck first appeared in a comic strip in 1930.
d. Mickey Mouse first appeared in a short film called “Steamboat Willie”.

3. What is the main point of paragraph three of “Walt Disney’s Career”?

4. What is the main point of paragraph four of “Walt Disney’s Career”?

a. There are many different Disney movies.
b. Disney created theme parks around the world.
c. Disney’s theme parks are his greatest creation.
d. Disney opened his first theme park called Disneyland in 1955.

5. What is the main point of paragraph one of “Walt Disney: The Man Behind the Magic”?

a. Walt Disney earned poor grades in school.
b. Paragraph one is about Walt Disney’s dreams.
c. Paragraph one is about Walt Disney’s Childhood.
d. Walt Disney was born in Chicago on December 5, 1901.

Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.

Answer the following questions. Underlinethe text evidence in the colorindicated.

1. What is the main point of the introduction and conclusion of “Walt Disney’s Career”?
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7. What is the main point of paragraph three of “Walt Disney: The Man Behind the Magic”?

8. What is the main point of paragraph four of “Walt Disney: The Man Behind the Magic”?

9. What is the main point of paragraph five of “Walt Disney: The Man Behind the Magic”?

a. Paragraph 5 is all about Walt’s 65th birthday.
b. Walt Disney planned Disney World in Florida.
c. Paragraph 5 is all about the end of Walt Disney’s life.
d. Walt Disney has many famous characters and films he created.

10. What similar points do the authors make in both articles?

11. How is the main point of the first article different from the main point of the second
article?

Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.

6. What is the main point of paragraph two of “Walt Disney: The Man Behind the Magic”?
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