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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as 
monitor reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 

Common Core Expectations

K-1 190L-530L

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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Plant and Animal Adaptations

Plants and animals adapt to their environments to survive. These changes can be 
anatomical, where plants and animals adapt their physical features. Adaptations can also be 
behavioral, where traits are inherited or learned. 

890L Context Clues          Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________
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Cacti
Cacti have adapted to live in 

extreme, dry conditions. They are able to
store water in their stems and roots. In 
addition, cacti have spines instead of 
leaves. Regular plant leaves have large 
surface areas for evaporation to occur. 
Cacti’s spines minimize water loss. Some 
cacti can survive years of drought due to 
their ability to retain water!

Air Plants
Air plants, or epiphytes, stay attached to 

other plants rather than rooting in soil. Attaching 
to plants above ground gives them more light than 
ground plants. This also keeps them away from 
herbivores that may eat them. Air plants get 
water and nutrients from rain and air moisture. 

Vervet Monkeys
Vervet monkeys have developed a more 

complex language than many animals. They are 
able to communicate different signs of danger. 
They have different calls for warnings about 
snakes, eagles, and leopards. Dolphins, apes, and 
parrots also have similarly complex languages. 
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Praying Mantis
Praying mantises have 

triangle-shaped heads that 
can turn 180 degrees. This, 
along with their multiple 
eyes, allows them to see 
everything in their 
surroundings. Praying 
mantises are usually green 
or brown, which 
camouflages them to the 
surroundings. 

Plant and animal adaptations are necessary for many species’ survival. It is fascinating for 
scientists to study how living things have developed their adaptations throughout time. 

Salamanders
A salamander is able to drop its tail when it 

is caught by a predator. The detached tail 
continues to wriggle, distracting the predator 
while the salamander flees. Some species of 
salamanders are able to regenerate their lost tails 
in a period of a few weeks. In addition, some 
salamanders have poisonous skin. Their skin is 
brightly colored to warn potential predators of 
their toxicity. 

Panellus Stipticus
The Panellus stipticus is a fungi that 

grows in clumps on trees. This amazing fungi 
is bioluminescent. This light attracts insects 
like beetles, flies, and ants. These insects 
then carry the Panellus stipticus’ spores 
away and spreads them. In addition to being 
bioluminescent, the Panellus stipticus also has 
a circadian clock which helps it know when it 
is dark enough to turn on its bioluminescence. 



©Julie Bochese

Context Clues

1. Read this sentence from paragraph 1 of the text.

Plants and animals adapt to their environments to survive. 

What is the meaning of adapt as it is used in the text?

a. eat
b. live
c. change
d. survive

2. What does the word anatomical mean as it is used in the passage?

a. learned
b. physical
c. inherited
d. behavioral

3. What does the word drought mean as it is used in the passage?

a. predators
b. evaporation
c. excess water
d. lack of water

4. Paragraph 3 says, “Vervet monkeys have developed a more complex language than many 
animals.” What is the meaning of complex as it is used in the text? 

a. easy
b. simple
c. similar
d. complicated

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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5. Paragraph 4 states, “This also keeps them away from herbivores that may eat them.” 
Explain what the word herbivores means as it is used in the passage. Support your 
definition with one context clue from the passage. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. What does the word toxicity mean as it is used in the passage?

a. tails
b. size
c. brightness
d. poisonousness

7. Read this sentence from the last paragraph of the text. 

This amazing fungi is bioluminescent.

In your own words, write a definition of the word bioluminescent. Then list two words or 
phrases that helped you define the word. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Context Clues
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