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My brother's not a werewolf
though it often looks that way.
He has to shave his whiskers
almost every single day.

His feet are getting furry
and his hands are sprouting hair.
His voice is deep and growling
like a grumpy grizzly bear.

He often sleeps throughout the day
and stays up half the night.
And if you saw the way he eats
you'd surely scream in fright.

His clothes are ripped and dirty
like the stuff a werewolf wears.
His socks and shirts are shredded
and his pants have countless tears.

If you should ever meet him
you'll discover what I mean.
My brother's not a werewolf;
he's just turning seventeen.
--Kenn Nesbitt

"My Brother's Not a Werewolf" copyright © 2012 Kenn Nesbitt. All Rights Reserved. From The Armpit of Doom. Purple Room 
Publishing. Reprinted by permission of the author. www.poetry4kids.com

Figurative Language Name: _____________________________________ Date: __________________

My Brother’s Not a Werewolf
By Ken Nesbitt
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1. What is the author comparing his brother to in the poem? Why?

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. Why does the author say, “His feet are getting furry”?

a. The author’s brother is wearing furry slippers. 
b. The author’s brother is turning into a werewolf. 
c. The author’s brother is growing hair on his feet. 
d. The author’s brother is turning into a grizzly bear. 

3. What does the author compare his brother’s voice to?

a. child
b. teenager
c. werewolf
d. grizzly bear

4. Read the following lines from the poem. 
And if you saw the way he eats 
you'd surely scream in fright.

What does the author mean in these lines?

___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 

Words and Phrases
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530L
Figurative Language Name: _____________________________________ Date: __________________

I woke up and peered out my window. There was a blanket of snow 
covering the ground. 

“Yes!” I squealed. “Today will be a snow day!”
After breakfast, I raced outside to meet my neighbors. We planned a huge 

snowball fight. My team made millions of snowballs and hid them behind a 
mountain of snow. We waited as quiet as rabbits for the other team to approach. 
After some time, I heard the crunch of snow under their feet as the other team 
approached. We bombarded them with snowballs soaring through the air. Thunk! I 
had been hit in the arm by a large snowball. We all laughed like hyenas as we 
played. 

After playing for an hour, my hands felt like they were frozen solid. My 
neighbor Kate’s mom cooked lunch for us. She made enough food to feed an 
army! I was glad because I felt so hungry that I could have eaten a horse. 

A Snowball Fight
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Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 

Words and Phrases

1. Read the following sentence from paragraph 1. 

There was a blanket of snow covering the ground. 

The author uses this metaphor to show that

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. Read the following line from paragraph 3. 

My team made millions of snowballs and hid them behind a mountain of snow.

The author uses this hyperbole to show that
a. the team made some snowballs and hid them. 
b. the team made a few snowballs and hid them behind a mountain. 
c. the team made a million snowballs and hid them behind a mountain. 
d. the team made a lot of snowballs and hid them behind a mound of 

snow. 

3. In paragraph 3, the author uses the simile “as quiet as rabbits” to show that

a. the snow fell quietly. 
b. the kids saw rabbits outside in the snow. 
c. the main character’s team waited quietly for the other team. 
d. the other team crept up quietly to attack the main character’s 

team. 
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Words and Phrases

4. Read the following sentence from paragraph 3.

After some time, I heard the crunch of snow under their feet as the other team 
approached. 

Why does the author use onomatopoeia in this sentence? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

5. Read the following sentence from paragraph 3. 

We all laughed like hyenas as we played. 

The author uses this simile to show that
a. the other team was approaching. 
b. the narrator was hit by a snowball. 
c. the kids were having fun with their snowball fight. 
d. the kids were turning into hyenas during their snowball fight. 

6. Read the following sentences from paragraph 4. 

She made enough food to feed an army! I was glad because I felt so hungry that 
I could have eaten a horse.

Explain what these metaphors mean. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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