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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as 
monitor reading growth. 

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 

Common Core Expectations

K-1 190L-530L

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L- 1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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Bad Hair Day

It is the first day of school. Tippy gets ready. She wants to look nice.

She brushes her hair. She puts a shiny spray in it. She ties her hair in a pink 

bow.

“Now I am ready for school,” Tippy says.

At school, everyone looks at Tippy. They do not smile. 

Tippy sees their hair. No one else has a bow. No one else has shiny hair.

The next day, Tippy gets ready. She messes up her hair. She rubs some dirt in 

it. She puts a twig in her hair.

At school, everyone looks at Tippy. This time, they smile. Now Tippy looks like 

her friends.
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1. How did Tippy get ready for the first day of school?
a. Tippy eats breakfast. 
b. Tippy irons her clothes. 
c. Tippy brushes her hair. 
d. Tippy brushes her teeth. 

2. How did Tippy feel on the first day of school? (circle one)
a. Happy
b. Nervous
c. Angry
d. Sleepy

3. Draw how Tippy looked at the end of the story.

4. What does the picture reveal about Tippy that the story does not?

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
5. Where is Tippy’s school?

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
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School Bus Driver

What’s that you say?

I have to take the bus today?

No thanks. I think I’d rather walk.

It doesn’t matter that it’s ninety blocks.

No matter what I have to do, I will not take the bus to school!

I’ll have to walk uphill both there and back,

In snow piled up past my backpack.

But no matter what I have to do, I will not take the bus to school!

I’ll walk the whole way alone.

I’ll even carry my heavy trombone.

I don’t care if that’s what I have to do, I will not take the bus to school!

The driver, you see, is Mr. Ranger,

And when he’s at the wheel, your life is in danger!
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Circle true or false for each sentence.

1. The story takes place in the city. 

True False

2. The story takes place in spring. 

True False

3. The kids on the bus like Mr. Ranger. 

True False

4. The speaker wants to ride the bus. 

True False

5. Mr. Ranger uses the phone while driving. 

True False
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