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Ways to Use Task Cards

1. Centers
2. Scoot: Pass out one card for each student. Set a timer and say, 

“scoot!”  when the timer goes off. Students move seats to the next 
card. They continue to rotate until they are back at their original seat. 

3. Scavenger Hunt: Hide cards around the room. Students search for 
cards and answer them. 

4. Jenga: Number Jenga blocks. Students stack the blocks, then take 
turns pulling blocks. Students answer the corresponding number card. 

5. Whole class practice: Teacher displays card on the projector. Students 
answer on mini white boards. 

6. Exit Tickets: Give each student a task card at the end of the lesson. 
Have them answer on a sticky note.
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2.1.

4.3.

Dolphins use their senses. They search for food with a type of 
sonar called echolocation. This involves making clicking sounds. When the 
sound waves hit an object, they bounce off the object and come back 
to the dolphin. This tells the dolphin the location, shape, size, and speed 
of the object. Dolphins also have sharp eyesight. They can see well both 
under and above water. On the other hand, dolphins have a poor sense 
of smell. They also have a poor sense of taste. 

What is the main idea?
a. Dolphins are interesting. 
b. Dolphins use their senses. 
c. Dolphins have sonar. 
d. Dolphins do not have a strong sense of smell. 

Becoming an astronaut is a difficult process. It takes years of 
education and training. It also takes a lot of skill and some luck. 
Candidates must have a degree in math, science, or engineering. Then, 
they need related work experience. All astronaut candidates must pass 
a physical fitness test. Today, astronauts must also be able to speak 
Russian. Anyone who meets those requirements might be lucky enough 
to be chosen for the handful of spots in NASA’s astronaut program. 

What is the text mainly about?
a. Only scientists can become astronauts. 
b. NASA is in need of astronaut candidates.
c. Astronauts must be able to speak Russian.
d. It takes skill and training to become an astronaut. 

Over time, the American flag has changed. The first flag had 
thirteen stripes and thirteen stars. These represented the first 
states. When Vermont and Kentucky became states, two more stripes 
and two more stars were added. But additional states would mean the 
flag was too crowded with stripes. It was decided that a star would 
be added for each new state, but the stripes would remain at thirteen.

What is the main idea?
a. The United States was once thirteen colonies. 
b. The number of stars and stripes on the American flag 

has changed in the past. 
c. The flag has one stripe for each original state. 
d. The American flag should never touch the ground. 

March Madness is a college basketball tournament that takes 
place each spring. It starts with 68 teams. After each game, the loser 
is eliminated. The winner goes on to play another winner. When there 
are only 16 teams left, they are called the Sweet Sixteen. Then, there 
are the Elite Eight. After that round, it’s down to the Final Four. 
Basketball fans love to fill out their own brackets before the 
tournament begins to predict who will win.

What is the main idea?
a. Each spring, there’s a basketball tournament called 

March Madness. 
b. Only the best teams make it to the Final Four. 
c. Fans can print a blank bracket form online to use. 
d. Basketball is a fun sport. 
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