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Poster Problems For 
Small Groups

Directions
1. Divide class intro groups ( I keep my students in their table groups of 4-5 

students).
2. Select a problem that matches the type of problem that you want kids to work 

on independently (ex. Adding together, tak5ing apart, comparing).
3. Make enough copies for each group to have one problem. Paste or staple the 

problem on a half sheet of chart paper or a large piece of construction paper.
4. For problems with blanks, tell students to write a name of their choice.
5. Allow time for groups to work through all problem solving steps (I have mine 

posted and look for evidence of each step as I circulate).
6. While circulating ask questions that guide students to understand errors and 

explain their thinking.
7. Select one group that has a good understanding of the problem to share their 

strategy with the class. 



Cupcake Bakery

Sweet Delights had 13 strawberry 
cupcakes. They baked 6 more. How 
many strawberry cupcakes does 
Sweet Delights have now?

Flower Garden
________________ had a garden of 4 
flowers. 12 more flowers grew. How 
many flowers in in ________________’s 
garden now?

1.OA.1-
Adding To

1.OA.1-
Adding To
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Name: _________________________________________ Date: _________________________

1. OA. 1- Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word problems involving 
situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart.

Dog Walking
Beth started a dog walking business. She walked 10 
dogs in December and 8 dogs in January. How 
many dogs did Beth walk in December and 
January?

_____       _____ =  _____

Visualize the 
Problem

Retell the Problem
Underline Key 

Words & Circle Key 
Numbers
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Name: _______________________________________ Date: _________________________

Quiz: 1.OA.1- Comparing
Solve each problem using the problem solving
strategies.

1. The San Diego Zoo has 14 elephants and 11 
zebras. How many more elephants do they have 
than zebras?

2. Ken has 10 cousins. Tanya has 16 cousins. How 
many more cousins does Tanya have than Ken?

_____/2 Comparing
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