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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 

Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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The bunch hung from a high 

branch, and the fox had to jump for it. 

The first time he jumped he missed it 

by a long way. So he walked off a 

short distance and took a running leap 

at it, only to fall short once more. 

Again and again he tried, but in vain.

Now he sat down and looked at 

the grapes in disgust.

“What a fool I am," he said. 

“Here I am wearing myself out to get 

a bunch of sour grapes that are not 

worth gaping for."

And off he walked very, very 

scornfully.

The Fox and The Grapes

A fox one day spied a beautiful bunch of ripe grapes. They were hanging 

from a vine trained along the branches of a tree. The grapes seemed ready to 

burst with juice. The fox's mouth watered as he gazed longingly at them.
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1. How did the fox feel about the grapes in the beginning of the story?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. What is the problem in this fable?
a. The grapes were sour. 
b. The fox was a trickster. 
c. The fox wasted his time for silly grapes. 
d. The fox wanted the grapes, but could not reach them. 

3. How did the fox try to solve the problem?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. How did the fox feel about the grapes in the end of the story?

a. The fox longed for the juicy grapes. 
b. The fox thought the grapes tasted sour. 
c. The fox was too tired to eat grapes anymore.
d. The fox thought the grapes were not worth the trouble.

Answer the following Questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. If  there is no 
crayon next to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text 
evidence to help you infer. 

Fables
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5. Explain what this sentence from paragraph 2 means:

Again and again he tried, but in vain.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. Why did the fox walk off scornfully?
a. The fox was tired. 
b. The grapes were sour. 
c. The fox did not get the grapes. 
d. The fox thought he should get more grapes from another tree. 

7. Which could be the moral of the story?

a. One good turn deserves another. 
b. A man who talks for both sides is not to be trusted. 
c. Better a little in safety, than an abundance surrounded by danger. 
d. There are many who pretend to despise and belittle that which is 

beyond their reach.

8. Explain what the moral of this story means. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_
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