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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 

Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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Echo
Echo was a nymph who talked too much. She was very fond of having the last word. One 

day she spoke rudely to her mother Hera. Hera punished Echo by taking away her voice. Echo 
could only repeat what she had just heard. 

This was almost as bad as if Hera had turned her into a parrot. Echo was very ashamed, 
and hid herself in the forest. 

Narcissus was a young man who had hair as yellow as gold and eyes as blue as the sky.  
This is a very rare thing in Greece, where most people were very dark. Narcissus hunted in 
the forest where Echo was hiding. As she was peeping out shyly from some cave or from 
behind a great tree, Echo often saw Narcissus. She loved him very much.

One day Narcissus became separated from his friends. He heard something rustle among 
the leaves and called out, “Who's here?" 
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After this, Echo never came out and allowed herself to be seen again. In time she faded 
away until she became only a voice. 

This voice was heard for many, many years in forests and among mountains, particularly 
in caves. Hunters often heard it. Sometimes it mocked the barking of their dogs; sometimes it 
repeated their own last words. It always had a weird and mournful sound, and seemed to 
make lonely places more lonely still.

“Here," answered Echo. 

“Here I am. Come!" said Narcissus.

“I am come," said Echo. As she spoke, she 
came out from among the trees. 

When Narcissus saw a stranger, instead of 
one of his friends as he had expected, he looked 
surprised and walked quickly away. 
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1. What was Echo’s problem in the beginning?
a. Echo didn’t like to talk.
b. Echo was turned into a parrot. 
c. Echo said something rude to her mother. 
d. Echo liked to repeat what everyone else said. 

2. How did Hera punish Echo?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. How did Echo meet Narcissus? How did she feel about him?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

4. How did Narcissus feel when he saw Echo in the woods?
a. Narcissus was lonely because he lost his friends. 
b. Narcissus was scared because Echo was repeating everything he said. 
c. Narcissus was startled because he expected the voice to belong to his 

friend. 
d. Narcissus was excited because he saw a beautiful nymph instead of one 

of his friends. 

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. If there is no 
crayon next to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text 
evidence to help you infer. 
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5. What happened to Echo in the end?
a. Echo and Narcissus got lost. 
b. Echo and Narcissus fell in love. 
c. Echo begged her mother to give Echo her voice back. 
d. Echo went into hiding until she faded away and became a voice. 

6. What is the sound in the mountains that hunters often hear?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

7. What is the lesson of this story?

a. Do not frighten the person you fall in love with. 
b. Stay close to your friends so you don’t get lost. 
c. Think before you speak and choose your words carefully. 
d. If you loose your voice, you should hide from embarrassment. 

8. What does this myth explain? 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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