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Flowering and Nonflowering Plants
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Flowering Plants
Flowering plants rely on pollination for reproduction. At some point in its life cycle, a 

flowering plant will grow a flower. These type of plants all produce seeds. Seeds are 
created when pollen connects with a part of the plant called the ovules.

In most cases, pollen is carried from one plant to another by wind or insects. For 
example, bees are known for being excellent pollinators. When a bee drinks plant nectar, 
pollen will stick to its legs and get transported from plant to plant. After the pollen 
connects with the ovules, a seed will form. When the plant dies, the seeds will fall into the 
dirt. Wind will sometimes carry the seeds away. Other times, the seeds will grow in the 
same place as the previous plant. Some examples of flowering plants are typical flowers, 
apple trees, and banana trees. 

Apple trees are 
flowering plants. 

Hydrangeas are also 
flowering plants. 

Text Structure Name: _________________________________ Date: _________________
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Nonflowering Plants
Nonflowering plants will never grow flowers in their life cycles. Therefore, they do 

not have pollen. Since nonflowering plants do not have pollen, they do not rely on pollination. 
Instead, they rely on a process called dispersion. Dispersion is when the plant’s spores or 
seeds are scattered in other areas. 

Some nonflowering plants produce seeds, but most produce spores. A spore is much 
smaller than a seed. In fact, it is only a one-celled organism. Spores grow on the underside 
of the plant’s leaves or inside the plant. When the spores dry out, they fall off the plant 
and get carried away by the wind. When they land in a place with enough water, a new 
plant will grow. Some examples of nonflowering plants are algae, moss, and ferns.

While flowering and nonflowering plants differ in how they reproduce, both plants 
have life cycles. Both types of plants are important to the environment. Flowering plants 
provide flowers, fruits, vegetables, and nuts. Nonflowering plants provide food for other 
animals. For example, fish eat algae. In addition, many flowering and nonflowering plants are 
green due to the chlorophyll in them. These plants can also survive in similar habitats. 

Next time you are in nature, take a look at the plants around you. Do you recognize 
the characteristics of flowering and nonflowering plants?

Ferns are nonflowering plants.

Fungi are also nonflowering plants.
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1. The sentences below are from paragraph 2 of the passage. 

When a bee drinks plant nectar, pollen will stick to its legs and get transported from plant to 
plant. After the pollen connects with the ovules, a seed will form.

Which of the following best describes the text structure of these sentences?

a. Cause/Effect: The sentences tell the effects that insects have on 
flowering plants. 

b. Comparison: The sentences tell how flowering plants are similar to 
nonflowering plants. 

c. Chronology: The sentences tell the sequence of how pollen transfers from  
flowering plants. 

d. Comparison: The sentences tell how flowering plants are different from 
nonflowering plants. 

2.  Summarize how flowering and nonflowering plants reproduce. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. How do spores differ from seeds? (Choose all that apply.)

a. A spore is much smaller than a seed. 
b. A spore is only a one-celled organism. 
c. Spores grow on the underside of the plant’s leaves or inside the plant.
d. Spores are created when pollen connects with a part of the plant called 

the ovules.

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
Text Structure
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5. Paragraphs 1-2 tell about flowering plants. Paragraphs 3-4 tell about nonflowering 
plants. What is paragraph 5 about? (Choose all that apply.)

a. examples of flowering and nonflowering plants
b. the similarities between flowering and nonflowering plants
c. the differences between flowering and nonflowering plants 
d. why flowering and nonflowering plants are important to the 

environment 

6. Which sentence from the passage shows chronology? 

a. Some examples of nonflowering plants are algae, moss, and ferns.
b. Dispersion is when the plant’s spores or seeds are scattered in other 

areas. 
c. When the spores dry out, they fall off the plant and get carried away by 

the wind.
d. While flowering and nonflowering plants differ in how they reproduce, 

both plants have life cycles.

7. What is the main text structure of this article? What is the evidence of the author 
using this text structure? Use at least three words or phrases from the passage to 
support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Text Structure
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