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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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The Case of the Pencil Box Thief640L
Answer Questions Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________

After the speed test was over, Mrs. Fig passed out a math paper for students to 
paste in their journals. Everyone was startled to hear a familiar gasp come from their 
classmate Lequon. 

“Mrs. Fig, my glue is gone. I am positive I put it back in my pencil box after I used 
it for word work this morning.” 

Natalie quickly offered for Lequon to share her glue with him. 
Later that afternoon it was time to go to the book fair. The students clamored for 

their money and book lists to take with them. Mrs. Fig and the rest of the students noticed 
Bianca crying. 

“My book fair money is missing,” whaled Bianca. I put $10 in my pencil box this 
morning and now it is gone.”

Mrs. Fig’s face turned stern. “Class. We are having an emergency class meeting. 
Come to the carpet immediately.”

The children scrambled to the carpet with upset looks on their faces. 
“Something suspicious is happening here. It looks like we may have a class pencil box 

thief. I am very upset to see this because I thought we could all trust each other. We may 
have someone in our midst who has broken our trust and decided to be dishonest and steal. I 
need all of you to be detectives. Let me know if you see anyone taking things from others so 
we can handle the situation.”

The class nodded their heads in agreement. 

Mrs. Fig announced that it was time 
for the students to have their addition speed 
test. Everyone scrambled excitedly for their 
pencils in their pencil boxes. They loved to be 
timed on their math facts. Suddenly everyone 
heard a gasp. 

Miah shrieked, “All of my pencils are 
gone! I just put a brand new pack of pencils in my 
pencil box this morning and now they are missing!”

Mrs. Fig stated, “I’m sure you just 
misplaced them Miah. They will turn up.” She 
handed Miah her pencil to borrow. 
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Later that day, while the class was doing writing, Tyler noticed that Shelia’s pencil 
box was bulging with supplies.

“That’s odd… thought Tyler. Shelia didn’t have all of those pencils and glue sticks 
this morning…” 

Tyler knew that this could be a clue in The Case of the Pencil Box Thief mystery. 
He quietly approached Mrs. Fig and explained to her what he had noticed.

The  next day Shelia approached Mrs. Fig and said she had money for the book fair. 
Mrs. Fig allowed Shelia to go pick out books. The class looked suspiciously at Shelia as she left 
the room. Marques approached Mrs. Fig shyly.

“Mrs. Fig, yesterday I heard Shelia tell Zayne that she stole money from Bianca 
and couldn’t wait to go shopping at the book fair. I didn’t believe she would do something like 
that until I saw her ask you to go to the book fair today,” stammered Marques. 

Mrs. Fig thanked Marques for coming to her with his evidence and assured him that 
they would get to the bottom of the mystery. She quickly called Zayne up to confirm Marques’ 
story. Zayne admitted that Shelia had told him she was the thief. Soon after, Shelia marched 
into the room excitedly with her new bag of books. Mrs. Fig called Shelia over to her desk. 

“Where did you get the money for the book fair Shelia?” asked Mrs. Fig.
“My mom,” replied Shelia. 
“Two students heard you say that you stole the money. I am going to call your 

mom to make sure she really did give you money to spend at the book fair today,” said Mrs. Fig 
sternly. 

Shelia looked down at her shoes. “Ok Mrs. Fig. I have something to tell you. I was 
the one who stole the money and I also have been taking pencils, glue and erasers out of pencil 
boxes,” admitted Shelia. 

“That is so disappointing,” sighed Mrs. Fig. “Your class and I trusted you. You broke 
our trust. I need you to go to timeout and think about how you are going to explain this to your 
class.”

Shelia went reluctantly to time out. Fifteen minutes later she approached Mrs. Fig 
and told her she was going to apologize to the class and admit what she did. Mrs. Fig stated 
that she also needed to tell her mom what she had done because she should replace what she 
had stolen. Shelia apologized to her classmates. The class was very disappointed, but accepted 
her apology. 

Shelia learned that stealing from others hurts them. While her classmates accepted 
her apology and were nice to her, they needed time to trust her again.

Answer Questions
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1. Why was there a gasp before the addition speed test?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2. What happened to Lequon?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. Who helped Lequon? How did this person help him? 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. What was the first piece of evidence the class found?
a. Miah was missing her pencils. 
b. Shelia went shopping at the book fair.
c. Marques heard Shelia say she stole money. 
d. Tyler noticed Shelia’s pencil box had a lot of supplies. 

Answer the following Questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is no crayon next 
to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer. 

Answer Questions
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5. Why does Marques wait a day to tell Mrs. Fig what he heard Shelia tell Zayne?
a. He doesn’t believe Shelia would steal. 
b. He doesn’t want to be a tattle-tale. 
c. He is Shelia’s best friend. 
d. He was lying to Mrs. Fig. 

6. How does The Case of the Pencil Box Thief get solved?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

7. Why does Shelia admit to being the thief? Use text evidence to support your 
answer. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

8. What lesson does the author want you to learn from this story?
a. If you steal, you will get caught. 
b. If you steal, people will never forgive you. 
c. If you steal, you loose the trust of other people. 
d. If you steal, you shouldn’t tell other people because they may 

tell on you. 

Answer Questions
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